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Seminar: “the Italian Technology in Restoration Work”

Cairo, 11th of June 2006 
Italian-Egyptian Centre for Restoration and Archeology
The Italian Institute for Foreign Trade (I.C.E.) is the public institution entrusted with promoting trade, business opportunities and industrial co-operation between Italian and foreign companies, also by organizing the participation of Italian firms in fairs, exhibitions, workshops and bilateral meetings all over the world. (I.C.E.) operates through 100 offices in over 80 countries in the world and helps foreign and Italian companies to get in touch and develop business opportunities. In Egypt (I.C.E.) Office, known as Italian Trade Center, operates since 1972.

This seminar is one of a series events “Italian Festival”, in the field of economy and culture organized by the Italian Trade Center (I.C.E.) in Cairo in cooperation with the Italian Cultural Institute (IIC) and the Italia Archeological Section of the Italian Embassy, under the auspices of the Italian Ambassador H.E. Antonio Badini, to mark the 60th anniversary of The Republic of Italy.

In order to keep always and better informed potential buyers, economic and cultural partners about the “state of art” of Italian advanced sectors, we are glad to invite you to attend to the a.m. seminar, which will take place at the Italian-Egyptian Centre for Restoration and Archeology, 31 El Seoufia St – El Helmya El Gedida – Kalaa – Cairo on the 11th June 2006 at 10.00. Registration will start at 09.30.

Among the many fields of Italian-Egyptian cooperation the one related to restoration is of greatest importance.

In the archeological and restoration field, Italy has been present in Egypt since the beginning of the nineteenth century; starting with that of the Italian traveler and explorer Giambattista Belzoni, whose extraordinary discovery of the tomb of Nefertari and the two temples of Abu Simbel astonished the world.

Other missions then followed over the years, further strengthening relations between our two countries and protecting this heritage which belongs to all the mankind.

After that, the Italian restoration intervention has extended to all the components of the Egyptian historic and monumental heritage; Pharaonic, Greco-Roman, Coptic and Islamic.

The many archeological missions present in Egypt, as well as, the joint Egyptian-Italian scientific committees and the exchange of professional experience in cultural heritage show how strong is the cooperation between the two countries in this field.

The title of the seminar organized by the Italian Trade Center (ICE), in cooperation with the Archeological Section of the Italian Embassy and the Center for Restoration and Archeology, “The Italian Technology in the Restoration work” tries to give a contribution to know better what’s “behind” the restoration of monuments, painting, books, which are considered in the broaden prospect of “cultural heritage”, sometimes ignoring the aspects related to technology, equipments and scientific expertise.

It is a domain where the Italian expertise is well known also thanks to the specialized Italian companies which produce the related instruments and equipment. It can really be said that today’s restoration work tends to be a science on its own, not only related to the humanistic knowledge of historian and archeologists. 

On this occasion few “special” Italian guests who accepted the invitation of the Italian Trade Center in Cairo to act as testimonials, will acquaint us what’s behind the superb quality of the Italian Technology in that field.

To stress the importance of the Italian-Egyptian cooperation in this field, the seminar will be opened by H.E. Antonio Badini, Italian Ambassador to Egypt, together with H.E. Mr. Zahy Hawas, Head of the Egyptian Supreme Council for Antiquities. 

Here enclosed is the programme of the day. The invitation is free of charge, but participation is allowed only to the registered guests. The attached registration form must be sent to the Italian Trade Center (Fax n. 02/7350501) within June the 05th.

For further information please contact the Italian Trade Center (I.C.E.), (Mrs. Wafaa) at the following phone numbers: 02/7351734 – 7357218 -7357219.

Best regards,

The Director

Antonino Mafodda 
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